82 CAR CULTURE | 2009 FORD MUSTANG GT COUPE

Ask any local who ever yearned for a raw rear-driven slice of the
American dream, and one response comes up: Left-Hand Drwe.
Steve Smith finds that has all changed, with a few Ts & Cs, of course
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FORTOO LONG South Africans have been
denied some of the great character cars of the
motoring world, all because the Yanks drive
on the wrong side of the road. But now a
company in Durban is righting those lefts.

It's a menacing car, this Mustang. Like
nothing anything else I've driven before, no
matter how fast or how powerful. It's raw, it's
on the edge and it’s intimidating the hell out
of me. Bur I also can't remember when last
enjoyed driving this much.

The sun has just risen, glinting off the Indian
Ocean, as we burble along the embankment,
the V8 barely ticking over in fourth gear. As
Lapproach a traffic light Tgear down to third,
the incredibly short and precise gearshift adding
to the moment. The light turns green and I
accelerate, still in third buc barely moving.
Instead of hiccupping, the V8 picks up the
slack and begins to howl, the blower wheezing
in the background and the speedo needle
heading quickly to 6omph, past it, and on to
9o. We hir a minor pothole in a corner and
the solid rear axle gives a shudder, bumping
the rear out of line and reminding me that
this is no sterile German automobile.

What this is, is a 2009 Ford Mustang GT
Coupe, modified and, more importantly,
converted to right-hand drive, It's street legal
too, and driving the Durban boulevards,
drawing crowds and giving its driver an im-
moderate amount of pleasure. In the States
there’s a Mustang on every corner. A Mustang
is a standard 21st birthday present for the
middle-class, and they're no more prestigious
than a Golf GTI here in South Africa. After
driving this one, that's hard to fathom.

But because they're only built in left-hand
drive, they've never been officially imported
into South Africa. And that means that a
Mustang driving along the streets of Durban
draws more glances than would a Porsche,
Ferrari, Aston or Lambeo.

This particular little wild pony started off
asastock standard, 4.6-litre, Grabber Orange
GT Coupe. It was bought new in the States
and then shipped to Manchester, England,
for a few mods.

There itwas lowered by 4omm, given black
20-inch Antera rims (with a lirtle pony in the
centre), an intercooled Paxton supercharger,
a Roush airdam/bumper (to house the inter-

cooler), a Hurst gearshift and short-throw
linkage, and SLP dual exhausts, Sowhat started
out as a 300hp grand tourer was now putting
out soohp, or 373kW. Torque hasn't been
measured yet, but Ivor Lee reckons it must be
close to 7ooNm,

Ivor is the man behind the steering wheel
of this particular Mustang, and the man you've
got to call if you're after one for yourself. A
former mechanic and current car wholesaler,
Ivog has had a lifelong passion for the cars,
ever since seeing a Mach 1 Mus tang, also
orange, in the 1974 movie Crazy Mary, Dirty
Lairy. He decided then and there, at the age
of 10 or 11, that he would one day own an
orange Ford Mustang.

“This lifelong dream eventually led Ivor to
partner upwith Jiirgen Himpel of Greymarkets,
aGerman company that specialises in supplying
Ford Mus‘?‘angs to those parts of the world that
aren't its natural habitat. The resultis that an
experienced Mustang supplier is now offering
the latest vehicles for sale locally.

The Grabber Orange Mustang GT T drove
that morning is the first vehicle the two have
imported to South Africa, and they are using»
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Hard to imagine why they called
it Grabber Orange. Some serious
ponies lurking on the grille and
under the hood, with the original
4.6-litre supercharged to 373kW.
Pro right-hooker conversion
makes it street legal
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it as a demonstrator to create a stir and drum
up business. Potential buyers can have a look
at it and, if they speak nicely to Ivor, take it
for a spin before making up their minds.
Having done just that, 1 asked Ivor to give
me the lowdown on what it ta
sehicle from him, what M

what the legal technicalities are, the kind of

money involved and the time period it takes
to complete the transaction,

‘The first thing you need to know is thar this
isn't a case of buyers having to choose from
whatever stock we happen to have

vehicle in the exact colour, trim and spec that
he wants. We buy that vehicle in the US, put

it in the buyer's name, and import it.'
Because the cars have to be brand new, almost
all of the cars imported from now on will be
2010 models, which means a 5.0-litre V8
powerplant, supercharged in certain models.
They still have the same classic good looks
Jndnﬂma\-e similar drive, hutthu re that
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little bit quicker. Ivor does know of a particular
limited-edition y Shelby GTs00KR (for
King of the Road) that s still available brand-
new somewhere in North America, for the
right buyer. Dark metallic blue with silver
stripes and producing 403k W, itwould be one
of a kind in South Africa.

A Shelby GTsoo0 that
produces 403kW
straight from the

factory will set you
back R1.2 million

‘When a vehicle lands in South Africa we
['i:lkf_' it ('h'!'t'_ll]l[:_:]'[ 4'1“ Uf l'hE NECEess
get it cleared, and convert it into right-hand
drive, We canalso arrange for any mnd:manuns
torbe done local Iy. There are eutl[ent T
here who do work that is jus

done overseas, and it's alot cheaper to get done
here, says Ivor.

“You see, when a car is imported it's subject
to duties of 43%. That includes all the modi-
fications or “improvements” that have already
been done. But car parts and accessories are
only subject to a 17% tax. So the thing to dois
to import the Mustang and the accessories,

and hd\' .111 the wurk dnnt' Im.d]lv

n, .md II rhe red rape costa
andard GT Coupe Premium from
Ivor costs in the region of R750 ooo, while the
vehicle T drove would command Rgooaao,
including all the modifications. A Shelby GT5
the QL[PLILh.lI'E'l:d thoroughbred of the Mustang
stable that produ 03kW from the factory,
will set you back just over R1.2-million.

One of the reasons why the vehicles have to
be imported in the buyer's name is because

fair bi-l' A

Jiirgen and Ivor haven't had the Muqt;mg-:

homologated. ‘Itjust doesn't make sense, says
Ivor. Tn get the Mustang homolo

have to h.md a brand new, converted car over
to SABS. Then they drive it into awall! I can't




bring myself to do it. We've already thrown a
ton of brass at this project, and another bar
or more doesn't make sense.

There is another downside of this. You have
to be pretty sure you do want a Mustang,
because once you've paid your money and the
car has arrived, it's yours for a minimum of
24 months. One of the stipulations set out by
Customs is that ownership is non-transferable
for a period of two years.

This is also why Ivor and Jiirgen ask for a
hefty deposit. ‘We need to buy the car, register
it in the buyer's name, and ship it to South
Africa. Ifthe cargets here and the buyer changes
his mind, we can't just sell it to someone else.
So we need a deposit of R400 000 to pay our
initial costs, and to make sure that the buyer
is serious.’

The cars arrive with the steering wheel still
on the wrong side of the dash. Once the pa-
perwork is taken care of at Customs, the car
is taken to Amanzimtoti where the conversion
is done. ‘Converting the vehicle isn't as easy
as just moving the steering wheel. A new dash
is builtlocally, which meant a fair bit of research

and development, and the pedals and aircon
all have to be swapped around. It's time-
consuming work, especially because we get it
done right,’ says Ivor. The entire process does
take rime, and customers will have to wait
about five months in total for their vehicle,
after ordering it.

Once you've paid
your money and the
car has arrived it’s
yours for a minimum
of two years

The biggest drawback with buying a right-
hand-drive Mustang of your own is that it
comes with no backup. Despite being brand-
new, there is no warranty, no service plan,
nothing. That was made void the moment the
decision was made to convert it.
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It’s all pretty basic in here,
Just as they like it Stateside.
You might expect more
plush for not much change
from a million bucks, but
the drive and the attention

are going to be worth every
bit of the outlay

We take the car for another drive after a cup
of coffee, heading out of Durban on a road
with a few hills and a serious case of the bends.
Accelerating up a steep hill is effortless, that
supercharged torque making gear changes
almost pointless. I change gear anyway, upping
the revs and the level of that glorious sound.
At the top of the hill we're flying, and the great
thing is that it feels like it. Thar's the real joy
of drivigg a Mustang: in a time of efficiency
and a world of fast cars, the Mustang retains
a purity of spirit and an undiluted character.
When you're driving fast, it feels like you're
driving fast, and it sounds like you're driving
fast. When you push it around a corner, your
heart beats a little faster and the odd hair rises
on the back of your neck. The Mustang might
be awell-sorted sports car, but it’s constantly
reminding you that there's a lot of power under
the hood, and few electronic gizmos to save
your ass if you cross the edge.

Comparing the Mustang with otherlocally
available vehicles isn't easy. For similar money
you could buy a BMW M3. It's sensational
and it's a V8, but ir also looks very similar to »
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